
 

Council Work Session 

August 20, 2024 

Meeting called to order Mayor Harley at 5:00pm. 

Invocation given Mayor Harley. 

Pledge of Allegiance led by Councilman Bird. 

Welcome extended to all by Mayor Harley. 

Present were Mayor John R. Harley, Councilman Robert D. Bird, Jr., Councilman J. Micheal 
Evans, Councilman Edward Armijo and City Attorney Rebecca Tydings.  Councilman Justin 
Wright, absent. 

Motion made by Councilman Bird to revise agenda to replace Assistant City Accountant job 
description with AP/PR Clerk job description; seconded by Councilman Evans.  Motion carried.   

Public Comments 

Article II: Weeds and Grass-Malak Miles, Jr., 172 Arbor Creek, Centerville, Ga.  31028: Mr. 
Miles stated he came here tonight with respect and desire to have a better understanding of this 
ordinance.  The reason I care is because I was recently given a notice/ violation for grass and 
weeds.  Wanted to bring my concerns as a tax payer and voter.  Have been trying to get in touch 
with code enforcement officer.  First is this a city-wide initiative being code enforcement 
checking all properties.  Mayor Harley confirmed “yes’.  What is the cost to the city to check 
consistently.   What is the cost benefit to the tax payer to the check the grass and weeds, cost 
benefit to tax payers, rough numbers guess estimate.  

 City Attorney Tydings responded.  It’s not just grass and weeds, there is a whole section 
involving junk motor vehicles, tall grass and other nuisances. The goal is compliance not 
punishment.  Please call and speak with Chief Duncan.  The city will be worked in quadrants, it’s 
really to protect property values and ensure citizens live in clean, safe neighborhoods within the 
City.  We are always happy to work with y0u.  Understand if you were upset.  The goal is to cover 
the city utilizing code enforcement, here to work with people.  There have been some times that 
properties get out a hand.  Want to keep the city looking nice.   

Mr. Miles responded.  I will explain why I am here I travel for work and am often out of town for 
2-3 weeks or more at a time and may not be able to take care of this in a timely manner.   

City Attorney Tydings recommended that he contact City Clerk’s office for concerns about other 
properties.  Also recommended that Mr. Miles get to know Code Enforcement and let them 
know if there is a reason for any delay in cutting his grass.  Stressed that there are properties 
that are never maintained, which creates other problems.  Thanked Mr. Miles for taking the time 
to come to the meeting.  

Mr. Miles recommended the citizen action request form be revised to include address of 
complainant.  Lastly showed pictures of utilities complex which needed the grass cut and stated 
that there needs to be the same standard across the board.   

Director Of Operations responded that the grass has been cut at the utilities complex.   



Old Business 

2nd Public Hearing 2024 Property Tax Millage Rate: Mayor Harley read the following press 
release.   

The City of Centerville Mayor and Council today announces its intention to increase the 2024 
property taxes it will levy this year by 4.27 percent over the rollback millage rate. 

Each year, the Board of Tax Assessors is required to review the assessed value for property tax 
purposes of taxable property in the City. When the trend of prices on properties that have 
recently sold in the City indicates there has been an increase in the fair market value of any 
specific property, the Board of Tax Assessors is required by law to re-determine the value of 
such property and adjust the assessment. This is called a reassessment. 

When the total digest of taxable property is prepared, Georgia law requires that a rollback 
millage rate must be computed to produce the same total revenue on the current year’s digest 
that last year’s millage rate would have produced had no reassessments occurred. 

The budget adopted by City of Centerville Mayor and Council requires a millage rate higher 
than the rollback rate and therefore Mayor and Council have made the decision to adopt the 
2024 millage rate of 9.50. Since this rate is higher than the rollback rate of 9.111 the City, by 
law must advertise as a property tax increase. 

Before the City of Centerville Mayor and Council set a final millage rate, Georgia law requires 
three public hearings to be held to allow the public an opportunity to express their opinions on 
the increase. 

All concerned citizens are invited to attend the public hearings on this tax increase to be held 
at the Centerville City Hall Building, 300 E Church Street, Centerville, Georgia 31028 on 
August 20th, 2024 at 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. and on September 3rd, 2024 at 6:00 p.m., after 
which the Mayor and Council will vote to adopt the 2024 Digest. 

Mayor closed council meeting and opened public hearing at 5:19pm.   

No public comments. 

Mayor reconvened council meeting at 5:19 pm. 

New Business 

Public Hearing and Proposed Adoption of Ordinance– annexation and re-zoning 2762 Watson 
Boulevard:  Mayor recommended Director of Operations Brumfield.  Mr. Brumfield PZ met as 
advertised after reviewing there was no opposition. The board voted unanimous for annexation 
and rezoning. 

Mayor Harley closed council meeting has to open public hearing at 5:21 pm. 

No comments and reopened council meeting at 5:21pm.   

Motion made by Councilman Bird to adopt ordinance as written; seconded by Councilman 
Evans.  Motion carried.  See Ordinance 2024-2. 

Public Hearing and Proposed Adoption of Ordinance –Re-Zoning of Seven Parcels Houston 
Lake and Brantley Road:  Mayor recognized Director of Operations Brumfield.  Mr. Brumfield 



informed all that the applicant withdrew application before the hearing, it is his intent to refile 
later in the year or next year and this will be tabled until later date. No motion or action taken. 

Surplus Property Declaration “Two Vehicles from Water Department Sale on GovDeals:  
Councilman Wright absent.  Director of Operations Brumfield asked to declare 2 vehicles 
surplus and to place them on GOVDeals for sale.  Motion to approve declaration as surplus and 
place on GOVDeals for sale made by Councilman Evans; seconded by Councilman Bird. Motion 
carried.   

Revised Job Descriptions- City Administrator, City Clerk, Accounts Payable / Payroll Clerk: 
Mayor Harley recognized Councilman Armijo.  Councilman Armijo made motion to adopt and 
approve all three revised job descriptions as written; seconded by Councilman Evans.  Motion 
carried.   
 
Contracts:  City Administrator and City Clerk: Mayor Harley recognized City Attorney Tydings.  
City Clerk Krista Bedingfield has accepted the newly reinstated city administrator position.  Lee 
Siefert, current AP/PR Clerk has accepted the City Clerk position.  The new contract effective 
dates for each position will be November 1st.   This date is flexible and if could be changed if 
necessary.  Motion made by Councilman Evans to approve contracts; seconded by Councilman 
Bird.  Councilman Armijo abstained from the vote.  Councilman Evans stated that he was glad to 
have these opportunities for employees to advance within the city.  Mayor Harley called for the 
question. Motion carried. 
 
Ordinance Amendment CHAPTER 2, Article III, “Administration”-City Administrator/City 
Accountant References: Mayor Harley recognized City Attorney Tydings.  When the City 
Administrator position was removed, appropriate amendments were made to City Ordinances.  
Now that the position is being reinstated, the ordinance has again been amended to include City 
Administrator position.  Language requiring that the City Accountant be a CPA has also been 
amended to require a four-year degree in accounting from an accredited school/university but 
not to require CPA. 
Motion made by Councilman Evans to approve amendments as written; seconded by 
Councilman Armijo. Motion carried.  See 2024-3. 

 

Comments from Council 

Post 4 Councilman Armijo, thanked Mr. Miles for coming in asking questions.  Mentioned Andy 
Cannon was the only citizen that showed up today for the hearings, appreciate him taking time 
out of his day to come out.  We are doing everything where we can to manage budget for 
citizens.  It’s very important to come out to council meetings. 

Post 3 Councilman Evans, thanked Mr. Miles for coming out to express his concerns.  Thanked 
Mayor and Council for listening to his concerns.   

Post 1 Councilman Bird, I do live in a HOA community and have been in a situation similar to 
Mr. Miles.  Encouraged anyone to come out and speak with us, emails and contact numbers are 
listed on the website. 

Mayor Harley, echoed comments of councilman, have to look at all complaints, review and 
research to confirm to validate and resolve complaint.  We are here for the citizens. 

Executive Session: Personnel Matters:  Councilman Evans made motion to enter into executive 
session at 5:39 pm; seconded by Councilman Armijo.  Motion carried. 



Mayor and Council reconvened at 6:43 pm 

Affidavit and Resolution:  City Attorney Tydings read resolution.  Motion made to approve by 
Councilman Evans; seconded by Councilman Armijo.  Motion carried.  Affidavit executed by 
Mayor Harley and notarized by City Clerk Bedingfield.  Affidavit and Resolution attached and 
made part of official minutes.   

Mayor Harley adjourned meeting at 6:46pm. 

 

_________________________________________ 

Mayor John R. Harley 

 

_________________________________________________ 

Attest by City Clerk Krista Bedingfield 

 

_____________________ 

Date  

 

 


